THE   SUN  AND  THE   SERPENT

Naga with gold and jewels and other precious
offerings.1

Sung Yun mentions that the neighbouring
kingdom of Gandhara had been destroyed, two
generations before, by Yetha invaders/ but these
had evidently retired from the country before his
visit.

A third Chinese pilgrim, Hioucn Tsiang, visited
these countries about A.D. 630. He arrived by
way of Bamian, Kapisa and the Kabul valley;
whence he travelled through Gandhara and Udyana
to Takshasila. This pilgrim, like the others,
found Buddhism existing in all of these countries,
side by side with the worship of the Devas and the
Nagas, which were everywhere popular deities.

Describing Kapisa, or Kabul, Hiouen Tsiang
says that this country is 4000 li or so in circuit;
that on the north it adjoins the snowy mountains ;
and that on three sides it borders upon the Hindu
Kush. The people he describes as " cruel and
fierce." And he says : " The king is a Kshatriya
by caste. He is shrewd, brave and determined,
and he has brought into subjection the neighbour-
ing countries, some ten of which he rules." a The
king was a Buddhist, and there were about one
hundred viharas and six thousand priests. There
were also some ten temples of Devas. There were
about one thousand heretics. There were naked
Buddhist Records/' xcvi. 2 Ib. c. 3 Ib. i. 55.

120